INDIAN   FREEDOM

resurgence of India is only a necessary part
of the larger movement but its central need.
India is the key-stone of the arch, the chief
inheritress of the common Asiatic destiny...
The idea of a free and united India has been
born and arrived at full stature in the land
of the Rishis, and the spiritual force of a
great civilisation of which the world has need,
is gathering at its back."

Love of India was to Sri Aurobindo more
than a religion. For him it was a spiritual
experience. He once wrote that India had
never been to him what was merely suggested
by her outer vestures, attractive and gorgeous
though they are. She is to him'the Mother,
the eternal and infinite Mother, the compas-
sionate Mother of man. "Patriotism", wrote
Sri Aurobindo, "cannot be anything short of
a desire to redeem one's country. It cannot
bear to look upon the country as a^ sepulchre
though it may seem so. It feels the immortality
stirring beneath those ruins with which sub-
jection has overspread the country. It feels
the pulsations of the immense eternal life of
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